
PARAGRAPH



What is a Paragraph?

A paragraph is a piece of writing 
that consists on one or more sentences. Sometimes ,
the first line is indented.

Indentation



Parts of a Paragraph

Parts of a paragraph are

1. Topic Sentence
2. Supporting Sentence
3. Closing Sentence



Topic Sentence

•What is it?
It is usually the first sentence in a paragraph.

•What does it do? 
It introduces the main idea of the paragraph

•How do I write one? 
Summarize the main idea of the paragraph 



Supporting Details 

What are supporting details?
They come after the topic sentence
They make up the body of the paragraph

What do they do?
They give details and support the main idea

How do I write them?
Give supporting facts, details, and examples



Closing Sentence

What is it?
The last sentence in a paragraph

What does it do?
It restates the main idea

How do I write one?
- Restate the main idea but using different words
- The closing sentence should be very similar to
the topic sentence.



Transition Sentence

What is it?
The last sentence of a paragraph (instead of

closing sentence)

What does it do?
Closes one topic while leading into the next

How do I write one?
Summarize main idea of paragraph and hint at

topic for next one



Think Of A Paragraphs As 
Cheeseburgers! 

You have the buns on top and bottom
Topic sentence
Closing sentence 

You have the burger in the middle
Supporting details 

You have the extras: cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, condiments 
Extra details, quotations, and examples to spice it up 

Sometimes it is a double or triple-decker! 
Transition sentences needed to lead into the next



Steps of a Paragraph

• There are five steps to write a good paragraph.

1. Brainstorming
2. Organizing Ideas
3. Writing the First Draft
4. Editing 
5. Final Work



1. Brainstorming

• In this step you should think and write down any
ideas about a topic you want to write about.



2. Organizing Ideas
In this step you should organize your ideas by creating 
a cluster or an outline about what you want to write 
about.   

Cluster



3. Writing The First Draft

In this step you should write your paragraph for the
first time, not taking much into account about the
cohesion, coherence grammar, or spelling.



4. Editing
In this step you should revise all the errors abut 

coherence and cohesion that your paragraph may 
have.  



5. Final Work
In this step you should revise all the spelling or 

grammar errors.  And that’s it.  Your paragraph is 
done ! 



How Long Is A Paragraph? 

- 5-6 sentences in TOTAL 
- 1 Topic sentence
- 1 Closing/Transition sentence
- 3-4 sentences of supporting details 



Additional Details…

• Titles of stories should be put in “quotation marks”. 

• Titles of novels, plays (larger works of literature or movies) 
should be underlined. 


